Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 07281 151029Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-13 
ACDA-07 SAJ-01 /079 W 

008111 /22 

R 150801Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3779 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USMISSION USBERLIN UNN 
USMISSION USNATO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BERLIN 7281 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GE, GW 

SUBJECT: ND EDITORIAL REITERATES SED PLENUM THEMES. 

REF: BERLIN 7260 

1 . IN A DECEMBER 13 EDITORIAL, SED PARTY ORGAN NEUES DEUTSCH- 
LAND (ND) REITERATED THE PRINCIPAL THEMES OF THE 4TH SED 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE PLENUM OF DECEMBER 8-9. AS IN THE PLENUM'S 
POLITBURO REPORT (REFTEL, THE EDITORIAL FOCUSES ON THE GDR'S 
RELATIONS WITH THE FRG. AND ON THE NEED FOR INCREASED 
POLITICAL-IEDOLOGICAL ACTIVITY BY THE SED AT ALL LEVELS OF 
GDR SOCIETY. WHILE STATING THAT THE GDR ECONOMY IS IN GOOD 
SHAPE TO MEET THE PLAN GOALS FOR 1976, THE EDITORIAL BLAMES 
"THE ENEMY" FOR ATTEMPTING TO UNDERMINE THE GDR'S SUCCESSES 
BY IMPOSING ITS OWN CRISIS ON THE GDR. IN ORDER TO GIVE 
THE ENEMY "ONE DEFEAT AFTER ANOTHER", THE EDITORIAL 
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MASSES AND INCREASE ITS POLITICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL 
STRUGGLE. 

2. STICKING TO THE "ENEMY" THEME, THE ND EDITORIAL 
ECHOES THE POLITBURO REPORT IN CLAIMING THAT REVANCHIST 
AND "NEONAZI" FORCES HAVE GROWN STRONGER IN FRG AND 


THAT THEIR ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING MIXING IN GDR INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS, CONTRADICT HELSINKI AND EXISTING GDR-FRG 
TREATIES. AFTER CONCLUDING THAT THE PRECONDITIONS FOR 
COOPERATION ARE THEREBY UNDERMINED, THE EDITORIAL REPEATS 
THE GDR'S INTENTION TO DEVELOP RELATIONS WITH THE FRG, 

BUT NOTES THAT THIS WILL SUCCEED ONLY TO THE EXTENT THAT 
THE FRG GOVERNMENT ACCEPTS THE EXISTENCE OF TWO INDEPEN- 
DENT, SOVEREIGN GERMAN STATES. THE EDITORIAL STATES THAT 
THE GDR WILL REACT POSITIVELY TO ALL REALISTIC STEPS BY 
THE NEW BONN GOVERNMENT. 

3. COMMENT: THE EDITORIAL CONTINUES THE STRONG LINE 
CURRENTLY IN VOGUE WITH THE SED PARTY HIERARCHY TOWARDS 
RELATIONS WITH THE FRG - A FIRM STANCE SUPPORTING GDR 
SOVEREIGNTY BUT WITH THE DOOR SOMEWHAT OPEN FOR BILATERAL 
NEGOTIATIONS. THE EMPAHSIS UPON PARTY ACTIVISM IN SUPPORT 
OF PLAN FULFILLMENT IS BY NOW A STANDARD THEME STEMMING 
FROM THE NINTH PARTY CONGRESS IN MAY BUT PROBABLY WORTH 
REPEATING NOW AS THE 1976-80 PLAN AND BUDGET FOR 1977 
ARE ABOUT TO BE GIVEN FORMAL APPROVAL BY THE VOLKS- 
KAMMER PLENARY SESSION ON DECEMBER 15. 
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